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This year’s Festival of Light was portrayed
through a spectacular floral event.

30,000 flowers were grown, harvested
and dried throughout the year by volunteers
in local gardens to create one of the largest
floral garlands ever made.

The 26 metre long garland was the
centrepiece of the Floral Pavilion with
flowers native to Scotland, Asia and the
eastern Mediterranean including Nigella
from Israel, Xeranthemum from Iran and
Linun from the Highlands.

Inspired by images of garden pavilions
from 16th century Iran, of illustrative vines
on a Jewish marriage certificate and by the
personal influences of six local women,the

‘Fragrant Glasgow’ celebrations at The Hidden Gardens

This is the last of the quarterly newsletter
from the Pollokshields Heritage.

In terms of distribution alone, it is surely
unrivalled! Since 1992, when Pollokshields
Heritage was constituted, we have had the
support of over 50 local volunteers in
delivering your copy to your door – across
Pollokshields, Dumbreck and Strathbungo,
co-ordinated over the years by Helen
Barnard and Hilary Stanger, and beyond
by mail-out masterminder, Betty Stewart.

During this time well over 600 residents
have ‘signed up’ to our conservation and
amenity society, and many more have
contributed their goodwill, time and talents
in a spirit of community and commitment
to our neighbourhood.

The committee will continue to engage
with development proposals for the
neighbourhood, and to play a role in
community organisations and events.

Future plans include the publication in
the spring, 2006, of what will hopefully be
an annual newsletter. Meantime the issues,
activities and concerns of Pollokshields
Heritage will be reflected in the new ‘G41’
newspaper, via committee members –
Kenneth MacLaren and Iain Dyer.

More on back page...

‘Au Revoir’ for now
Ahurekha Ghosh (performer) and Louise MacAuley (Scottish Association of Flower Arrangers).

installation included magnificent
arrangements, scented bowers of narcissi,
roses, lilies, freesias, and fruits that resonate
through the faiths of the world, the rituals
of life and memories of very varied
childhoods.

Besides demonstrations of floral arts from
different cultures and performances in
music, dance, poetry and song inside the
pavilion, the varied attractions and activities
outside included a special walkway of sound
– a collage of  local voices speaking of the
significance of flowers in their lives.

Part of the Great Garland is now at the
Central Mosque and another across the
water at the St Andrew’s Cathedral.

Avenue of light leading to the brazier

View of the floral pavilion Divya on stage inside the floral pavilion



Tramway on points!
Scottish Ballet’s design proposals
for the unused section of the
Tramway building are being
presented to the Scottish Arts
Council in December. The
development includes the
refurbishment of five of the nine
former stables on the first floor and
the extension and refurbishment of
the building along Pollokshaws Road
– most of it derelict for decades.

Malcolm Fraser Architects – with
their experience of designing both
the Edinburgh and Newcastle dance
centres – are enthusiastic about
contributing “the last piece of the
jigsaw” to the evolution of this
international arts venue.

While there will only be minor
changes involved elsewhere in the
Tramway complex, the currently
dilapidated Albert Drive façade will
be enlivened by opening up some
of the former archways. It’s hoped
that the plans can be progressed
early in 2007 with a view to opening
in 2008 – in celebration of
Tramway’s 20th Anniversary – adding
dance to its potent embrace of
drama, music, the visual arts and
the enhancing allure of The ‘Hidden
Gardens’!

There are very major moves afoot
in the ongoing evolution of our
garden suburb. Directly adjacent
to the east of Pollokshields, the
Eglinton Toll area is undergoing
regeneration with around 1500
new flats springing up. That’s
more than twice the number of
flats at Glasgow Harbour!

As many of the new schemes
adopt their own distinct
appearance, the new Eglinton
Toll is unlikely to achieve the
coherence of a traditional urban
neighbourhood. Nonetheless a
proposal for Maxwell Road, by
Malcolm Fraser – one of Scottish
architecture’s leading lights –
bears further scrutiny.

From an urban perspective
what has been tabled is a
departure for Glasgow. Premised
on his belief that tenement
backcourts are claustrophobic,
Fraser has decided against using
a traditional East Pollokshields
tenement block template. There
is, he maintains, another equally
valid model that derives from a
medieval Scottish precedent.
That is a ‘Royal Mile-like’ street

’Shields links with Port Eglinton

Launched in September this
year, the East Pollokshields
Community Action Plan sets
out local responses to issues of
health and care, housing,
environment and transport,
community, culture and leisure
facilities, prosperity and jobs.
 The short-term priorities for
action identified for the area
are the provision of activities
for young people, improving the
range of counselling and
support services, improvements
to the housing stock, tackling
the litter and waste problem
and improving facilities for
older people.  The vision – “a
clean, safe, attractive
environment with adequate
levels of good quality housing
and green spaces to
enjoy…with good transport
links and a sensible approach
to managing traffic;  where
communities can be proud of
the positive aspects of diversity
and distinctiveness is
recognised as an advantage;
where there are facilities to
bring young people together
and to provide choice for older
people.”

Anyone who would like to
participate is invited to call
Smina Akhtar on 433 4069 –
from whom copies of the report
are freely available.

Environmental Action is now
being progressed through the
Radius Project (423 Shields
Road; 418 0070;
www.radiusglasgow.org) in
collaboration with the ‘Proud
of Pollokshields’ initiative.

This Community Action Plan
could be the most significant
development for East
Pollokshields since the East
Pollokshields Amenity
Association was set up in 1979
to press for essential repairs to
tenement blocks, with stone-
cleaning and back court
improvements as added
incentives to the then very
substantial grants;  a huge
amount of work was
undertaken – largely through
the efforts of a handful of
people. The new Action Plan
can only succeed if the overall
community is persuaded to
engage with it.

Community
planning

(or elongated urban space) with
fingers of tenement closes
trailing off perpendicular to it,
allowing light and views to
penetrate right in to where
people live. This would appear
to be what he hopes to build here.

This type of urban form has
been lost to Glasgow since the
medieval closes around the High
Street were demolished in the
era of the Victorian City
Improvements. It’s interesting
to see that the architect has
decided to resurrect this model
in part of the city where it is
without precedent, but could be
a worthwhile addition to our
neighbourhood. – Niall Murphy

The area defined by the local
landowning Stirling Maxwells
for the creation of the residential
Pollokshields suburb – quality
villas and tenements, gardens
and green spaces – was effectively
developed by the time WW1 broke
out in 1914. Although the eastern
Pollokshields ‘boundary’ was
traditionally the Barrhead
railway line, the post WW2
decline of the Eglinton Toll area
together with changes in traffic
and transport arrangements
contributed to the loss of amenity
in East Pollokshields.

The new ‘mini masterplan’
being developed for Port Eglinton
is an opportunity to ensure that
public service links and other
facilities within an overall
infrastructure can be catered for
and restored.

Eglinton Toll (St. Andrew’s Cross)
Courtesy of G.S. Cooper

All change at
Maxwell Park?

First ScotRail is keen to breathe
new life into Maxwell Park station
through their ‘adopt-a-station’
scheme: “The idea of the scheme
is to encourage local community
groups or residents to put forward
proposals of how to improve the
overall environment of their local
station from introducing plants and
flowers to suggesting a use for
vacant station buildings.”

Pollokshields Heritage is to
pursue the feasibility of such a
project, with a view to part-
occupation of the premises. And
following a recent inspection of
the building, the Railway Heritage
Trust is willing to support the
regeneration of the station. As a
first step, a condition survey is
required.

The ‘B’ Listed building was
generously restored – in fact
virtually rebuilt – in 2000, at a cost
of £525,000. The interior remains
only as a shell.

We are keen to hear from
anyone who has personal
memories of the interior of the
station building and ideally, any
photographs of the former
waiting rooms at platform level,
with their coal fireplaces, and of
the ticket office at street level.
Contact Karin Currie: 427 0531

Maxwell Park Railway Station

Station building interior



Design matters
Architect Gerry Grams has been
appointed to the recently created
post of City Design Advisor to the
Chief Executive. His appointment is
a recognition of the need for a wider,
strategic view of the design quality
of urban development than the
planning system can deliver, and the
need to improve it.

“New development in the city is very
rapid at the moment, so we need greater
creativity as much as we need control.
Planning policies in themselves do not
deliver quality in design. Most
developments operate to a formula that
delivers for them but fails to be aspirational
for the city, so the City Council needs to
engage with them and allow greater
flexibility to accommodate and culture
better architecture and urbanism. Design
codes do not deliver when they are over
prescriptive.

“It’s symptomatic that no awards were
given to ‘developer-led’ housing by the GIA
this year; a lot of it is ‘window dressing’
and marketing. We need to see the creativity

that is given to smaller projects translated
into the mass housing market. Few people
are challenging what housing and living in
the city is really about and that extends to
suburban areas as well as the centre. We
continually look to Holland, Denmark and
Germany for exemplars, but learn few
lessons.

“Design has to play a major role in the
decisions that are taken for the city, otherwise
Glasgow will fall behind its European
counterparts in attracting investment, jobs
and ultimately population, which it cannot
afford to do.

“The Crown Street model in the Gorbals
of preparing a well-defined master plan
through community involvement and a
combined agency approach has proven to be
a catalytic example. Plans are already
underway for Tradeston, Laurieston and
Central Govan, which build from an
aspirational starting point.

“It’s about joined-up thinking and this
has to be an approach that can be translated
from schools projects to infrastructural
planning, getting all the relevant

departments within the Council to buy
into the belief that we can always do better.”

The new design guru also wants to
revisit the “quality of thought” that went
into the creation of what are now the city’s
conservation areas. Glasgow has 21 of
them – making a very substantial
contribution to the design and fabric of
the city.   Understanding how the city has
been “put together”, what makes up its
character, is crucial in determining how
to enhance rather than reinvent it.

An Arts Strategy for the River – with
serious consideration being given to George
Wyllie’s ‘Crystal Ship’, and a possible
Market Hall in Govan – are on his agenda;
the Art School Campus Redevelopment
within the Garnethill Conservation Area
presents a major challenge. And while “we
don’t have enough good contemporary
architecture in Glasgow”, he recognises
the disaffection fuelled by the often wilful
or at least careless loss of much of our
heritage of buildings.... The site of Elgin
Place Church is an opportunity and a
challenge for the city. Watch that space!...

Community affection for the
city’s heritage is significantly
demonstrated by the ever-
increasing welter of response to
the annual  ‘Doors Open Day’
organised by the Glasgow
Building Preservation Trust –
pioneers of this event in the UK!
– but Glasgow City Council
appears unwilling to add value
to its heritage in urban
regeneration to any substantial
extent.

Their total grants’ budget is
a mere £370,000. This includes
the £10,000 core funding to the
Glasgow Building Preservation
Trust, £45,000 to the Glasgow
Conservation Trust West, £7,500
to the Strathclyde Building
Preservation Trust and in kind
support for the Church
Buildings Renewal Trust.

While Aberdeen, Dundee,
Edinburgh, Inverness and
Stirling all have city heritage
trusts, the originally intended
model for Glasgow, the GCTW,
is being wound up.

Historic Scotland currently
provides £250,000 core funding
annually to each of  the
Aberdeen, Dundee, Inverness
and Stirling Trusts, and £1.25
million to Edinburgh – where

the Council contributes an
additional £600,000.

Support from Historic
Scotland for the creation of a
City Heritage Trust for Glasgow
is not in doubt.  Nor even is
economic regeneration any part
of its funding criteria! Council
representatives are to meet with
Historic Scotland in December
to discuss ‘strategic aspects’.
Meanwhile Glasgow’s ‘Buildings
at Risk’ currently require some
£22 million investment...

Can we afford to dissipate the
expertise built up through the
Glasgow Conservation Trust
West?  Glasgow may be seeking
to ‘reinvent’ itself , but there is
little public affection for the ‘new
build’ of recent years. 
“High standards in architecture
and urban design require a
thorough understanding of
context – often, in Scotland, a
very rich architectural heritage.
Making successful places should
be seen as a continuum,
informed by best practice, and
led by those with the
appropriate skills – both in
conservation and new design.”
– Sebastian Tombs, Chief
Executive of Architecture &
Design Scotland.

City heritage

This ‘B’ Listed ‘little gem of a
building’ (Glasgow Building
Preservation Trust) was in
ecclesiastical use until badly
damaged by fire on 21 July this
year. It was designed for Queen’s
Park United Presbyterian Church in
1887 by Alexander Skirving (a local
architect of note – Skirving Street
in Shawlands was named after
him). Located  just outwith the
boundaries of both the East
Pollokshields and Strathbungo
conservation areas, it is very much
Thomsonesque in style, with its
smallscale  blond sandstone
temple frontage, steps and piers,

Building at risk?

and railings leading up to the
central door, very much
complementary to the ‘Greek’
Thomson buildings in the area.

The present owners, the City
Council, have ensured its
‘temporary consolidation’ and are
in discussion with the Southside
Housing Association regarding its
purchase and future re-use. The
property is held in their Common
Good account and subject to the
limitations that go with that title.
The original drawings may be
accessed through Iain Paterson in
Development & Regeneration
Services, telephone 287 8640.

Original front elevation of Alexander Skirving’s Mission Hall
Courtesy of Glasgow City Archives
Inset: Mission Hall destroyed by fire



OFFICE BEARERS 2004 - 2005

CHAIRMAN

DENISE GREAVES

SECRETARY

JANET LAMB
P.O. BOX NO. 3754 GLASGOW G41 4YF

TREASURER & MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

HILARY STANGER

NEWSLETTER EDITED BY

KARIN CURRIE
TEL: 427 0531

DESIGN & LAYOUT

DAVID KELLY DESIGN OFFICE
Call 423 9126 or visit www.dkdo.co.uk

PRINTED BY

SALTIRE PRINT
BROOK STREET STUDIOS, GLASGOW

TEL: 554 4496 / 556 3722

www.pollokshields.demon.co.uk

Our newsletter is distributed free to
6 ,000 addresses  th roughout
Pollokshields, Dumbreck & Strathbungo.

We are very grateful for the advertising
support that makes the publication
possible but of course do not take any
responsibility for products or services
advertised.

PLANNING CONVENOR

HELEN BARNARD
TEL: 423 1060

Pollokshields
H E R I T A G E

Pollokshields and
Strathbungo (if not
yet Dumbreck!) in
the first instance

In 1992 when Pollokshields
Heritage was constituted, the need
for greater communication about
local environment issues and
development prompted the
publication of this newsletter – with
a specific remit to report on
amenity and conservation.  Since
the demise of the ‘Pollokshields
Guardian’ newspaper, published by
the local Churches, there has been
no press coverage of wider
community affairs, activities,
personalities, achievements,
disappointments, views and
aspirations; while the need for this
has become increasingly evident,
neither the brief nor the format of
the Pollokshields Heritage
newsletter could accommodate  it.
The new G41 is a timely arrival!
We hope everyone will support this
exciting new venture!

David Eyre, editor of G41
Newspaper, can be contacted at:
www.southsidemedia.org
07960 451631/0141 418 0070
423 Shields Rd, G41 1NY.

It was the redoubtable Cordelia
Oliver who first volunteered to take
on the’editorship’of this newsletter
i.e not the researching and writing
of it!  Disturbed at the lack of
forthcoming contributions to an
entirely desirable publication, I
found myself very quickly tackling
increasing quantities of its content;
 Cordelia continued to have
responsibility for it up to Issue 31,
when I took over completely.

The layout in those early days
was thanks to my then 13 year old
Leo, followed by graphic design
professionals and local residents
Patrick McGlinchey and Craig
Russell and since our 10th
anniversary, celebratory, and only
ever colour issue, David Kelly. Like
our printers – first Brown, Son &
Ferguson then Saltire Print – all
have been really great to work with
and contributed hugely. And to all
our advertisers over the years who
made the printing possible, a big
thank you for your ready support.

Before his premature death,
architect Chris Fletcher was a great
source of information and
illustrations;  and our local

historian, Sheila Ogilvie, has not
only contributed substantially to
the accuracy of our heritage
reporting but provided constant and
rigorous proof-reading! There are
many more to thank for their
contributions in many ways, but in
particular, many of the officials in
various City Council departments.

I hope it has caught the mood
of the neighbourhood and reflected
issues and features of more general
interest than mine or the
committee’s!

Somehow we have come full
circle…back in issue 2, the first
campaign we took on board was
the ‘Threat to Local Stations’ –
specifically Pollokshields West and
Maxwell Park. It took until May
2000 before we could report the
completion of the external
restoration of the Maxwell Park
station building and now, there
seems, at long last, to be a
worthwhile opportunity to restore
at least something of its
demolished interior. Oh dear, I feel
another project coming on!

In any event, this is not farewell
– just Au Revoir!

The committee was greatly
encouraged by the response to our
quest for help with our lines of
communication – not just regarding
publication but with our neglected
website. Much debate resulted in
the proposed solution to
collaborate with ‘G41’, and the
website going into the capable
hands of Kim Mason in Maxwell
Drive, who is not only also a
photographer, but has a very
focused view of Pollokshields
Heritage. We anticipate a relaunch
in the new year – but meantime,
meet Kim at his website:
www.kfmphotography.co.uk

Web solution!

Sadly, Pollokshields has lost
one of its gentle luminaries.
Eric Watt, a resident of
Pollokshields for most of his
life, and much respected
photographer and historian, died
on 27 October.  As a retired
Science teacher at Woodfarm
School, he was a chairman of
the Scottish Industrial Heritage
Society, and President of the
Queen’s Park Camera Club with
whom his association spanned
over 50 years.

Photography was the most
enduring interest of his life and
he was also the President of
the Scottish Photographic
Federation.  Some of his artwork
featuring the social history of
the ‘50s and ‘60s can be seen
in a permanent exhibition at the
Scotland Street School
Museum.

“A great observer, with a vast
number of interests, many of
them recorded on around
30,000 slides!” is how Graham
Watt describes his younger,
reserved brother.

Ted Salthouse of the Scottish
Industrial Heritage Society also
pays tribute to his boundless
energy and enthusiasm; he
“really held our society together
over the last decade. He was
immensely knowledgeable about
Glasgow’s industry.”

Eric’s wealth of knowledge
was generously shared through
the illustrated talks he gave to
many gatherings, including
Pollokshields Heritage, in
leading the annual ‘Doors Open
Day’ walk along the White Cart
Water, and providing illustrations
of local industry for an exhibition
by the amenity group Cart
blanche at Pollokshaws Burgh
Hall.

Eric Watt

Glenafton Nursing Home seek
photos of the former
conservatory at 50 St. Andrew’s
Drive, which they’d like to use
as the basis of the design of a
future one. Please contact
Angela Reid on 427 0287.

Welcome G41!

Can you help?

are to be served with a new monthly
publication, G41 – a quality, sixteen-
page community newspaper
created by local journalist, David
Eyre.

Launching on 15 December, the
first issue will be available from
newsagents and other local retail
outlets, price 50p.

It will provide coverage of a very
wide range of activities throughout
our neighbourhoods, with
information and debate about
issues that affect their amenity.

Set up as a social enterprise
project it will be “a campaigning
voice for local people, provide an
important forum for public debate,
reflect the lives of people in the
communities they service, give
important news and information
unavailable elsewhere, highlighting
the work of local community groups
and voluntary organisations.”

Correspondence
—from the Editor!


